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MUNICIPAL ORDINANCES, RULES, AND REGULATIONS PER- 
TAINING TO PUBLIC HEALTH. 

DES MOINES, IOWA. 

Privies and Cesspools — Construction, Maintenance, and Cleaning of. (Ordinance 
No. 2050, Adopted Nov. 13, 1912.) 

Section 1. No person shall construct, permit or maintain upon his premises a cess- 
pool or privy vault where both the city sewer and water systems are accessible and 
continguous thereto after September 1, 1913. 

Sec. 2. Where a cesspool or privy vault is permitted by law, in no case shall it be 
allowed within 50 feet of any well or other source of water used for drinking or culi- 
nary purposes. 

Sec. 3. No privy vault constructed shall be more than 5 feet in depth, 3 feet in 
width, and 4 feet in length. Privy vaults shall be paved on the bottom and walled 
up with brick or stone laid in cement, so as to be made water-tight. Application shall 
be made to the health department for permit to erect privy vault or establish cesspool, 
and upon approval of location and plans for same, as required by this ordnance, per- 
mit shall be issued. 

Sec 4. The contents of any privy vault or cesspool shall not be permitted to accu- 
mulate within 1 foot of the surface of the ground at the top of the vault. 

Sec 5. No cesspool in which night soil is deposited or privy vault shall be erected 
within 20 feet of any building used or occupied for residence purposes, neither shall 
such vault or ceaspool be dug within 10 feet of any street, or within 5 feet of any alley, 
and such privy vaults or cesspools shall have 9-inch walls constructed of hard-burned 
brick, stone, or concrete laid in cement mortar, with sides and bottom cemented so as 
to be water-tight, and no such cesspool shall be more than 5 feet in diameter and 7 feet 
in depth. 

Sec 6. All privy vaults and cesspools shall be kept clean at all times. The door 
of the privy building shall not be allowed to remain open at any time unless there is 
a self-closing fly door in addition to that required under the above rules. No wash 
water, garbage, kitchen slops, or liquid wastes of any kind shall be emptied into any 
privy vault, and no night soil from any person suffering from typhoid fever or other 
serious bowel trouble shall be deposited in any privy vault or cesspool without being 
previously disinfected in such manner as may be approved by the attending physi- 
cian or the health department. These rules and regulations apply only to property 
where sewer and water systems are not available. 

Sec 7. Where sewer and water systems are available, water-closets must be 
installed, privy buildings removed, and the excavations thoroughly cleaned and 
filled with clean earth or ashes on or before September 1, 1913. 

Sec 8. Whenever any owner, agent, or occupant of any property is notified by an 
agent of the health department that any cesspool or privy vault is in need of cleaning 
or repair, he shall proceed to comply with said notice within the time fixed in said 
notice. Notice shall be in writing, and give location of property and all other par- 
ticulars necessary for the proper execution of the work and the abatement of the con- 
ditions existing. 

If the owner, agent, or occupant neglects or refuses to comply with the notice of the 
department, the department may cause the vault or cesspool to be removed, altered, 
or repaired, as it may deem expedient, at the expense of said owner, agent, or occupant , 

(717) 



April 11, 1913 718 

but nothing herein contained shall preclude prosecution for violation of any provisions 
of this ordinance. 

Sec. 9. Whenever the use of any privy vault or cesspool is discontinued, such privy 
vault or cesspool shall be cleaned and filled up with clean earth or other suitable 
material to be designated by the health department. 

Sec. 10. Any person violating any of the provisions of this ordinance shall be deemed 
guilty of a misdemeaner and upon conviction thereof shall be fined not less than $5 
nor more than $100, and in default of payment shall be committed to the city jail not 
less than 1 day nor more than 30 days, and each day's failure to comply with this 
ordinance shall constitute a separate offense. 

Sec. 11. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby re- 
pealed. 

Stables and Disposal of Manure. (Ordinance No. 2051, Nov. 13, 1912.) 

Section 1. It shall be the duty of the owner or occupant or tenant or keeper of any 
boarding, sales, livery, or other stables, where any horse, mule, cow, or other animal 
is kept, to remove or cause to be removed all manure from said stables or premises at 
least twice weekly from March 15 to December 1, or oftener as deemed necessary, and 
once a week from the 1st of December to the 15th day of March, and said owner, or 
occupant, or tenant, or keeper shall be required to store in fly-proof receptacles, not 
accessible to flies, all such manure pending its removal. 

Seo. 2. From June 1 to October 1, manure shall not be used as a fertilizer on gardens, 
lots, or other open areas, unless and until thoroughly mixed with soil and so covered 
with soil that flies will not be attracted thereto. 

Sec 3. No manure shall be dumped and left on the street, sidewalk, alley, or 
open area, or lot in any inhabited section nor be used to grade, in whole or in part, 
any sidewalk, street, alley, open area, or lot in said section. And any site used as a 
public dump for manure shall not be within 100 feet of any building used in whole or 
in part for dwelling purposes. 

Sec. 4. Manure shall be conveyed through the streets in the city of Des Moines in 
such vehicles only as are properly protected against flies by suitable covering. 

Sec. 5. All manure stacked -or piled for fertilizing purposes on any truck farm or 
garden in thickly settled neighborhoods shall be so stacked or piled at a distance of 
not less than 50 feet from any buildings used, in whole or in part, for dwelling pur- 
poses, and shall be stored in a closed bin or screened receptacle, so as to prevent 
access of flies thereto. 

Sec. 6, Whenever the duty is put upon the owner of any premises or stable or lot 
or open area or public place in this ordinance in the owner's absence it shall be the 
duty of the agent of said owner to comply with the provisions of this ordinance; and 
for the purposes thereof any person receiving or collecting rent or attending to said 
property in any manner shall be deemed to be the agent of the owner. 

Sec 7. It shall be the duty of every person owning, controlling, operating, or having 
in charge, any stable, barn, or other place where horses, mules, cows, or other live 
etock is kept, to have and maintain at all times upon the premises a fly-tight receptacle 
of sufficient dimensions and for the purpose of containing the droppings of manure 
from said stock, and the same shall have a top or lid so arranged as to be fly-tight and 
to exclude therefrom all flies and therein to promptly deposit all droppings from said 
stock and to keep the lid thereon (except when necessarily open for the purpose of 
depositing therein or removing therefrom) closed in such manner as to prevent the 
ingress of flies thereto. And every person having or keeping such manure in the city 
shall cause the same to be removed from the premises at least once a week or oftener 
if required by the health department. 



